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Petaluma & Santa Rosa 
Electric Railroad 


BY STANLEY T. BORDEN 


SANTA ROSA STREET RAILWAY 


The Santa Rosa Street Railway was chartered on June 5, 
1877, for 50 years with an authorized capital stock of $25,000 
and was opened for service one year later. Jackson R. Myers 
was the builder and manager, but the money for its construc- 
tion was mainly furnished by Mark L. McDonald so that it 
would serve his new subdivision known as the McDonald Ad- 
dition. Its 1.62 miles of track ran east along Fourth Street 
from the San Francisco & North Pacific Railroad depot to 
McDonald Ave., then north along this street to the cemetery. 
It was of 3’ 6” gauge using 32-pound rail over which ran four 
horse cars. Later A. B. Ware was president and in 1890, Mc- 
Donald took over as president and treasurer, and McDonald 
Jr. as secretary and superintendent. There were now five 
horse cars and seven horses. 

Early in 1893, operation was suspended owing to litigation 
about charter rights. On December 27, 1897, the road was 
purchased by the directors of the Union Street Railway and 
operation was resumed the following year with Joseph S. 
Taylor as president and B. M. Spencer as secretary and super- 
intendent. In 1901, the capital stock was increased to $100,000 
and the following year the road came under the control of the 
Santa Rosa Street Railways. 


SOUTH SIDE STREET RAILWAY 


The South Side Street Railway was chartered on May 26, 
1888, with B. M. Spencer as president and Joseph H. Brush as 
treasurer. It was opened for service on August 15 with four 
horse cars built by Holt Bros. at Stockton, California, and 
three horses. It ran from Fourth Street at the Court House 
along South Main Street to Pressley Street, then along this 
street to the race track at Park Avenue. Its two miles of 3’ 6” 
gauge, 32-pound rail and rolling stock had cost $13,000. From 
the Court House the cars ran on the Santa Rosa Street Rail- 
way tracks to the SF&NP depot. 
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UNION STREET RAILWAY 


The South Side Street Railway was re-chartered as the 
Union Street Railway on May 8, 1893, for 24 years with the 
same officers. It was capitalized for $50,000 and purchased 
four additional cars. On December 24, 1897, the directors 
purchased the Santa Rosa Street Railway, Joseph H. Brush 
was dropped as treasurer, and Joseph S. Taylor became secre- 
tary. In 1902, it came under the control of the Santa Rosa 
Street Railways. 


CENTRAL STREET RAILWAY 


The Central Street Railway was chartered in 1891 for 50 
years and was granted a municipal franchise for 25 years. It 
had authority to change from horse power to electricity or 
cable system at will and was opened for service in March, 1892, 
with eight cars and six horses. It had a capital stock of $25,000 
and this 3.5 miles of 3’ 6” gauge line of 24 and 35-pound flat 
rail had cost $21,000 to build. J. D. Barnett was president. It 
ran from Fourth Street along Humboldt Street to Carr Ave- 
nue and then along this street to Stewart Street. It also had a 
branch from Humboldt along Benton Street to the Southern 
Pacific Railroad depot, then along North Street and 14th Street 
to McDonald Avenue. From Humboldt its cars ran on the 
Santa Rosa Street Railway tracks to the SF&NP depot. 

In 1897, B. M. Spencer became secretary. In 1900, prob- 
ably due to financial reasons, the road was transferred to and 
operated by the Santa Rosa National Bank with W. D. Reyn- 
olds as president and Spencer continuing as secretary. In 
1902, the track and equipment was purchased by Joseph H. 
Brush, however, the corporation was still intact, the directors 
owning the charter, franchises, and three-fourths of the capital 
stock with J. W. Warbos as president and Spencer as secretary 
and general manager. 


SANTA ROSA STREET RAILWAYS 


The Santa Rosa Street Railways was formed with Joseph 
H. Brush as president and general manager, Frank A. Brush as 
vice-president, I. H. Brush as secretary and treasurer, and 
A. Brush and E. C. Merritt as officers and directors. It had 
a capital stock of $235,000 and in 1902 acquired the Santa 
Rosa Street Railway, the Union Street Railway and the Cen- 
tral Street Railway. though they continued to be operated 
under their respective names and were to be converted to 
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electric operation by the Petaluma & Santa Rosa Railway. 
This company continued to operate the horse car lines until 
1905. 


PETALUMA STREET RAILROAD 


The Petaluma Street Railroad was incorporated October 
14, 1889, and an 1897 map shows the following route: from 12th 
St. via F St., 6th St., Liberty St., Western Ave., Kentucky St., 
Washington St., across Petaluma Creek and across the San 
Francisco & North Pacific Railroad tracks to just beyond Mary 
St., with a branch from Washington St. between Payran and 
Mary Sts., south into the fair grounds to a point opposite 
Jefferson St. The car barn and stables were located on 
F St. between 11th and 12th Sts. There were 2.5 miles of 4’ 8*2” 
gauge 35-pound T rail, with four cars and four horses. In 
1900, it was sold under foreclosure to the F. A. Wickersham 
Banking Company of Petaluma and Thomas Maclay became 
manager. In 1903 it was purchased by the Petaluma & Santa 
Rosa Railway. 


PETALUMA & SANTA ROSA RAILWAY 


At the turn of the century, southern Sonoma County was 
served by the California Northwestern Railway (which had 
leased the San Francisco & North Pacific Railroad) with 
branches to Sebastopol and Guerneville, and by the Southern 
Pacific, running from Napa Junction to Santa Rosa. While 
these carriers furnished reasonably satisfactory transporta- 
tion, leading citizens decided that the needs of this region 
including development of the fruit and poultry industries, 
would best be served by the construction of an electric 
railroad, linking the principal cities and providing easy access 
to the rich farm lands. 

The Petaluma & Santa Rosa Railway was incorporated 
on June 20, 1903, with John A. McNear of Petaluma as pres- 
ident, Burke Corbet as treasurer, Frank A. Brush, W. A. 
Cattwell, and Rudolph Spreckels of Spreckels Sugar Corp- 
oration, on the board of directors, and had an authorized 
capital stock of $1,000,000. The route was to be from Peta- 
luma, northerly to Santa Rosa, northwesterly through Green 
Valley to Forestville and then from some convenient point 
on this line, southwesterly to Sebastopol, with lines thence to 
Santa Rosa and Forestville. 
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On September 21, 1903, Burke Corbet was granted a 
forty year franchise by the City of Petaluma, to construct 
and operate an electric street railway on Main St. from the 
northern city limits to Third St., then along Third St. to the 
southeasterly city limits, also southeasterly along First St. 
to the city limits, and also from Petaluma Creek southeasterly 
along Copeland St. to the tidal basin or wharf. The P&SR 
acquired this franchise from Corbet on November 6, but 
never used it. 

On September 28, the company paid 8,960 shares of stock 
for options on the horse car railways in Santa Rosa and Peta- 
luma. When they purchased these lines they paid $2,790 for 
the Petaluma Street railroad and $14,963 for the Santa Rosa 
Street Railway, Union Street Railway and the Central Street 
Railway, the latter three being operated as the Santa Rosa 
Street Railways. These lines were purchased for their 
franchise rights only, but never operated under the franchises 
and new ones had to be acquired. Early plans seemed to in- 
dicate that the P&SR was going to electrify these lines, but 
they never did except on Fourth Street in Santa Rosa. How 
long these horse cars continued to operate after they were 
acquired is not known. The physical property and real 
estate acquired in their purchase was sold for $4,287.97. 


The stern paddlewheel steamer “Gold” was purchased in 
December, it had been plying daily between Petaluma and 
San Francisco for a number of years prior to its acquisition 
and was operated by the company during construction of the 
road 


On March 1, 1904, $698,000 of 5°c twenty-year first mortgage 
bonds were issued to help finance construction. The first 
spike was driven on Tuesday, April 5, at the steamer landing at 
the foot of Copeland Street in Petaluma. Most of the 
construction was done by contract, with C. A. Warren Con- 
struction Company as the principal contractor, using two 
steam locomotives, ten dump cars and two flat cars. A 
rock crushing plant was erected at Quarry to furnish ballast 
for the track. The company was granted franchises, Santa 
Rosa No. 207 on May 6, Sebastopol No. 65 on June 21, and 
Petaluma No. 246 on August 15, for constructing an electric 
railway on certain streets. During this year 29.92 miles of 
track were built put into operation with the first regular 
train schedule going into effect on November 29 from Peta- 
luma to the California Northwestern crossing in Santa Rosa. 


In 1904, ten interurban passenger cars and five freight 
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Courthouse Square, Santa Rosa, in the ‘80s with a big day on the horsecars. From 
the collection of Gilbert H. Kneiss. 





Courthouse Square, Santa Rosa, about 1909. The Petaluma & Santa Rosa electric 
cars have replaced the horsecars. From the collection of the Society of California 
Pioneers, courtesy of Gilbert H. Kneiss. 
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Petaluma & Santa Rosa car ‘“Mechams” taken very early during construction. 
From the collection of Louis L. Stein Jr. 
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A Petaluma & Santa Rosa freight at Sebastopol about 1914, from the collection of 
the Society of California Pioneers. 
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locomotives were purchased. Four center door passenger 
cars, Nos. 51-57, came from the American Car Company, St. 
Louis, Mo., where they had been on display at the St. Louis 
World’s Fair and had won a medal. They had cost $5,686.41 
each and were named ‘Petaluma’, ‘Woodworth’. ‘Sebastopol’ 
and ‘Santa Rosa.’ Six end door cars, Nos. 59-69, were built 
by the Holman Car Company, San Francisco, and had cost 
$3,595 each. The passenger cars had odd numbers only. The 
five freight motors were built by Holman, Nos. 1002-1010, 
even numbers only. No. 1008 had a box body and was orig- 
inally designed for express work but was immediately used 
as a line car. The other four were merely flat cars with a 
square wooden cab in the middle and had cost $1,895 each. 
The following year, two open trailers Nos. 71 and 73 were 
purchased from Holman costing $2,389.91 each. 


A. W. Foster, president of the California Northwestern, 
told the electric line that it could not cross their right-of-way 
on Sebastopol Ave. in Santa Rosa. This started a controversy 
that lasted several months and flared into open warfare. The 
P&SR, undaunted, began building from the other side of the 
CNW into downtown Santa Rosa and strung their overhead 
trolley wire across the proposed crossing. When a construction 
crew arrived on January 3, 1905 to cut the CNW track and 
install a crossing, they found it guarded. The following 
day the P&SR laid planks across the CNW tracks and pro- 
ceeded to haul the passenger car ‘Woodworth’ across by several 
teams of horses to their tracks on the other side, so that until 
the cros ‘ng was effected, passengers walked across the gap 
and boarded the waiting car beyond. 

The CNW obtained a temporary injunction prohibiting 
the P&SR from crossing. Toward the end of February, Sup- 
erior Judge Seawell in San Francisco, dissolved the injunc- 
tion and when on the morning of March 1, the P&SR 
construction crew advanced on the crossing to cut the CNW 
and lay their crossing, they found the CNW forces ready 
and waiting. Two of the CNW steam locomotives had been 
fitted with special pipes to douse the workers with steam 
and hot water, and were moved ceaselessly back and forth 
across the intersection. 

Hundreds of Santa Rosans were on hand to see the excite- 
ment and for the next five hours, they witnessed a fantastic 
sight. When the P&SR workmen started digging beneath 
the CNW’s rails, CNW men filled the excavation from flat 
cars loaded with sand and gravel, which were spotted on 
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a parallel track, as fast as the diggers could make it. Fist 
fights broke out up and down the right-of-way. The electric 
company, in an effort to blockade the tracks, drove two 
double-teamed wagons filled with sand onto the rails and 
left them there. The locomotives charged down upon the 
wagons like monsters gone mad and with a rending crash, 
battered them to kindling wood. As they did so, they played 
streams of live steam upon the rearing and panic-stricken 
horses. Their whistles shrieked incessantly with an insane 
and terrifying abandon. 


As the struggle reached its highest pitch, and the locomo- 
tives once more bore down on the P&SR construction crew, 
the now horrified spectators saw Director Frank A. Brush 
fling himself prostrate onto the rails in the path of the ap- 
poaching locomotives, and stubbornly resisted CNW efforts 
to dislodge him, while his men fought to keep him on the rails. 
The two crews came to grips with flying fists in a surging 
struggle back and forth across the bloody right-of-way. 

At this point, Chief Severson and a squad of Santa Rosa 
police arrived and arrested the CNW chief engineer and sev- 
eral others, and took them off to jail. The battle, however, 
continued and both crews were close to exhaustion when a 
special CNW train arrived from the south with President Fos- 
ter, 160 hired strong-arm fighting men as reinforcements, and 
two Main County deputy sheriffs. Foster announced that the 
Marin officials would arrest all Santa Rosa police and the 
sheriff of Sonoma County as well if his property was not pro- 
tected. If that didn’t stop the P&SR, his 150 fighters would. 
But before the engagement could enter this stage, Foster’s 
attorney notified him that the P&SR had obtained a Superior 
Court restraining order commanding the CNW to cease its 
forcible opposition. There was nothing for Foster to do but 
send his warriors back to San Francisco and order the tracks 
cleared. 

Within a few hours the P&SR finally affected its crossing 
and a cheer broke from the crowd that had remained on the 
scene for the triumphant climax to the eventful day, and 
shortly after midnight the first interurban car rolled across 
the crossing under its own power into downtown Santa Rosa. 


On April 1, $250,000 of 6% second mortgage bonds were is- 
sued. The railroad was built north from Sebastopol, reaching 
Green Valley (later Graton) on January 26 and Forestville 
on July 15. In Santa Rosa the tracks were laid on Sebastopol 
Ave. to Olive St., Olive to Fourth St., and for slightly over a 
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mile on Fourth to the terminous at McDonald Ave., with 5.9 
miles of track laid this year bringing the total mileage to 
35.82. The total cost of construction, including equipment, 
was now $1,077,396.10. William A. Cattell became president, 
with John A. McNear as vice-president and E. M. Van Frank 
as general manager. 

President Cattell’s report to the stockholders stated that 
the railway traverses an agricultural district in the lower 
foothills of the Coast Range in Sonoma County and operates in 
a comparatively level country. The country served is rich 
and fertile, admirably adapted to the raising of fruits, berries, 
vegetables, poultry and stock, and for the manufacture of dairy 
products. The territory around Petaluma is principally poul- 
try and grazing, and is known as the egg basket of the world. 
The territory from Sebastopol of Forestville is principally 
orchard, and Sebastopol to Santa Rosa is orchard, vineyards, 
hop and grain fields. Principal cities are Petaluma, Sebasto- 
pol, Graton, Forestville, and Santa Rosa. Luther Burbank, 
the great horticulturist, has located his principal experimental 
farm near Sebastopol. 

He continues to report that 70-pound rail is laid on red- 
wood ties, the power is distributed at 600 volts direct current 
by overhead trolley, and the construction is simple span sus- 
pension using No. 0000 wire. The electric power is purchased 
from the California Gas & Electric Corporation, with sub- 
stations at Petaluma and Sebastopol. There is a complete 
telephone system. At Petaluma is located the steamer wharf, 
freight warehouse, car shops, passenger depot and offices. 
Freight warehouses and passenger depots are located at Seb- 
astopol, Santa Rosa, Graton, and Forestville. 

In the first flush of enthusiasm over the new railway, 
many ambitious extensions were planned. One line was to 
be built south from Petaluma to Point Pedro, near San Rafael, 
whence fast ferries would have whisked passengers to San 
Francisco. Other routes were projected west to Tomales and 
Dillon’s Beach, north from Santa Rosa to Healdsburg and 
Dry Creek Valley, and east to Sonoma and Napa. The Marin 
Terminal Railroad was incorporated in November, 1905, and 
the Santa Rosa & Northern Railroad in April, 1906. Surveys 
were made covering all of the proposed extensions and the 
work of construction was actively in progress at Point Pedro 
at the time of the earthquake of April 18, 1906, but the effects 
of that catastrophe were of such magnitude that construction 
had to be ceased and general conditions rendered resumption 
of this work impossible. 
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During 1905-06-07, two steamers were operated between 
Petaluma and San Francisco, the “Gold,” owned by the com- 
pany, and the “Leader” and “Sonoma,” which were chartered. 
In 1907, 32 freight cars were purchased from the Santa Fe 
Railway and two crude oil tank cars were built in the company 
shops, bringing the total number of freight cars to 55. 


The San Francisco disaster of 1906 and the sale of the 
California Northwestern to the Southern Pacific and Santa Fe, 
together with the financial stringency of 1907, put the com- 
pany in financial difficulties, and in December, 1907, the 
capital stock was assessed $10 per share. During 1908, the 
Petaluma Transportation Company began operating on the 
Petaluma Creek with the steamer “Resolute,” and cut into 
the P&SR business to a certain extent. On October 1 W. A. 
Cattell resigned as president and was succeeded by E. M. 
Van Frank. On June 1, 1909, the steamer “Napa City” was 
chartered from the Napa Transportation Company for one 
year and both steamers made daily trips to San Francisco, six 
days per week. On December 1, the Petaluma Transportation 
Co. ceased operating the “Resolute” as unprofitable. 

During 1910, a barge was purchased for delivery of grain 
and lumber from the steamers to the warehouses and lumber 
yards along Petaluma Creek. The company also purchased 
the two locomotives and 12 cars used for construction from 
the Warren Construction Co. and the locomotives were re- 
sold. This was the first year the company had showed a profit 
over operating expenses, having had a deficit every year since 
opening service. In 1911 the steamer “Resolute” was pur- 
chased for $16,625.16 and renamed the “Petaluma.” A freight 
interchange agreement was made with the Western Pacific 
Railroad during this year. 

The surveys were completed during 1912 on the proposed 
extensions from Petaluma to Santa Rosa via Cotati and from 
Liberty to Two Rock. The branch to Two Rock, 5.77 miles, 
was completed and put into operation on July 28, 1913, at the 
cost of $91,741.96. 

The steamer “Petaluma” caught fire as she lay at the 
wharf in Petaluma with a full cargo aboard, shortly after 
the engineer and watchman made their 3:00 a.m. inspection 
on March 22, 1914. Spontaneous combustion in a big con- 
signment of empty sacks was generally accepted as the cause, 
and although the crew and passengers had to flee in what- 
ever type of nocturnal garments they were wearing, no one 
was hurt. The crew cut her lines and shoved her out into the 
stream, thereby saving the wharf and warehouses, but all 
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The Petaluma & Santa Rosa-California Northwestern fight at Sebastopol Avenue 
crossing in Santa Rosa, March 1, 1905. 
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The “Big White Cars” of the Petaluma & Santa Rosa Railroad at Sebastopol 
about 1914, from the collection of Society of California Pioneers. 





Petaluma & Santa Rosa car 53 at Sebastopol in 1912, from the collection of Louis 
L. Stein Jr. 
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Petaluma and Santa Rosa Railroad Company 
ELECTRIC TRAIN SCHEDULES 
Effective January 1, 1932 
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EFFICIENT OVERNIGHT FREIGHT SERVICE BETWEEN 
San Francisco and Petaluma, Sebastopol, Santa Rosa, Graton, 
Forestville, Two Rock 
Store-Door Delivery Service available at Petaluma, Santa Rosa and Sebastopol 





H. S. GRAHAM, Traffic Manager 
Petaluma, Calif. 




















One of its last public timetables, from the collection of the late W. M. Rogers. 
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Top to bottom: Petaluma & Santa Rosa car “Petaluma” from a Stephenson cata- 
logue; Car 67 from a company photo; Car 51 on a Petaluma Chamber of Com- 
merce charter run at Sebastopol. 
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Petaluma & Santa Rosa passenger cars at Petaluma after abandonment of pas- 
senger service. Top to bottom: 55, 69, and 57. 
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Petaluma & Santa Rosa Railroad 57.—Company photograph courtesy Tom Grey. 
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Petaluma & Santa Rosa freight headed by motor 502 near Petaluma.—Company 
photo. 
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Petaluma & Santa Rosa’s railfan excursion train April 6, 1941, on the streets ai 
Sebastopol consisting of freight motor 506 and Northwestern Pacific wooden 
electric cars us®d as trailers.—Photo by Ken Kidder. 
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that could be saved from the vessel was the machinery. A 
new steamer, also named the “Petaluma,” was constructed 
the same year at a cost of $19,083.91, using most of the mach- 
inery from the burned boat. 


In 1914, express box motor No. 1008, which had been 
used as a line car, was rebuilt into a locomotive and the box 
body became express trailer No. 01. In 1915, the steamers 
were put on a reduced schedule of a round trip in two days 
instead of daily. In November, President E. M. Van Frank 
died and was succeeded by Edwin T. Murray. This year saw 
the beginning of the decline of passenger earnings due to the 
increase of automobiles. The interurban cars were making 
12 daily round trips from Petaluma to Seabstopol, 19 trips 
from Sebastopol to Santa Rosa, and 16 from Sebastopol to 
Forestville. 

During 1916, arrangements were made for the operation 
of two launches and three barges for the tansportation and 
delivery of grain and feed. From June 1 until July 20 both 
steamers were tied up due to a general strike of bay and 
river steamboat crews. In the following year Thomas Maclay 
succeeded Edwin T. Murray as president and work com- 
menced on a new passenger depot at Sebastopol which was 
occupied on June 1, 1918. 

The company was now in desperate financial condition, 
it could not pay off the second mortgage bonds that had come 
due in 1915, nor the interest on the first mortgage bonds, so 
it become necessary to refinance the company. The stock- 
holders in order to save their equity in the property, organ- 
ized the Petaluma & Santa Rosa Railroad on August 23, 1918. 
Each stockholder received an equal number of shares in the 
new company as they had in the old and were assessed $10 
per share. The new company had an authorized capital stock 
of $1,250,000, with Thomas Maclay as president, George P. 
McNear as vice-president and treasurer, and E. H. Maggard 
as general manager. The P&SR Railroad purchased the P&SR 
Railway at a foreclosure sale on October 29 for $946,101.01, 
which paid outstanding bonds, notes and foreclosure ex- 
penses. The old company was dissolved on December 26. 

In 1919, eight box cars were purchased from the California 
Central Railroad and considerable work was done on the 
passenger and freight motors to bring them up to first class 
condition. They were repaired and painted, and the carbon 
arc headlights were replaced by incandescent ones. Passen- 
ger cars Nos. 53, 55 and 57 were equipped with couplers to 
handle the express car between Sebastopol and Santa Rosa. 
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Passenger car No. 69 was demotorized, seats removed and 
used as an express trailer. A franchise was obtained from 
the City of Petaluma for the construction of a spur track 
along the west bank of Petaluma Creek. Between Septem- 
ber 23 and December 31 the steamers were again out of ser- 
vice on account of a general steamer crew strike. 


A 300 h.p. electric locomotive was purchased for $16,745.49 
and placed in service on May 1, 1920, becoming No. 502. Later 
in the year, on November 8, the steamer “Gold” burned while 
fully loaded at the Petaluma wharf. The fire broke out about 
1:00 a.m. and so quickly did it spread that the chief engineer 
and mess-boy were obliged to leap into the creek and the 
mess-boy drowned. A strong wind held the steamer so firmly 
against the wharf that in spite of all efforts, it could not be 
moved out into the stream. Asa result, the wharf, warehouse 
and 12 box cars were destroyed. 

The Ocean Shore Railroad’s 500 h.p. electric locomotive 
No. 52 was purchased for $6,000 in 1921, becoming No. 504, 
along with sufficient electrical equipment to build an addi- 
tional locomotive. The tug boat “Golden Eagle” and a barge 
which had been leased since 1916, was purchased. The steam- 
er “Fort Bragg” was purchased for $10,000 from the Cali- 
fornia Transportation Company and renamed the “Gold.” 
The wharf and 10 of the box cars destroyed in the fire were 
rebuilt. A 300 kw. automatic sub-station was installed at 
Stony Point. Passenger cars Nos. 51, 53 and 55 were given 
new trucks. Freight motor No. 1010 was sold to the City of 
San Francisco. Work commenced on the Petaluma Creek 
west bank spur. The only sour note for this year was the 
completion of the county highway paralleling much of the 
company’s lines, seriously affecting passenger revenue with 
the heaviest loss on the Two Rock branch. 

The West Petaluma extension was completed on May 1, 
1922. An electric locomotive, No. 506, was built in the company 
shops in 1923 at a cost of $11,284.58. In 1925, E. H. Maggard 
became president and a portable sub-station was purchased 
for use on the Forestville division during the fruit season. 
Passenger revenue on the Two Rock branch had declined to 
$27 per month so that on September 20, 1925, passenger ser- 
vice was discontinued. During 1926, new engines were in- 
stalled in the steamer “Gold” and a diesel replaced the gaso- 
line engine in the tug “Golden Eagle.” Also during this year, 
work was started on the renewal and reconstruction of the 
overhead trolley wire from two pole simple span to single 
pole catenary. 
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A new passenger and freight depot was built at Santa 
Rosa in 1927. At this time the interurban cars were making 
11 round trips daily between Sebastopol and Petaluma, 18 be- 
tween Sebastopol and Santa Rosa, and 15 between Sebastopol 
and Forestville, all were single-car trains except two round 
trips daily between Sebastopol and Santa Rosa when an ex- 
press trailer was handled. Maximum passenger speed was 
30 to 35 miles per hour and freight was 25 miles per hour. 


Freight motors Nos. 1002 and 1004 were equipped with 
MU controls in 1928, the cab was removed from the 1002 and 
it became dummy unit 1004-B permanently coupled to 1004-A. 

During 1929, freight motors Nos. 1006 and 1008 were 
equipped with MU controls, the cab was removed from the 
1006 and it became dummy unit 1008-B permanently coupled 
to 1008-A. Two of the passenger cars were converted to one- 
man operation for service between Sebastopol and Forest- 
ville, and the two open passenger trailers were retired. . In 
1930, freight motor No. 1010 was re-purchased and a new engine 
was installed in the gasoline tugboat “Antler.” In 1931 there 
was a large decrease in freight business due to the trucking 
of feed from the Sacramento and San Joaquin Valleys and 
also a decrease in LCL due to local trucking. This year motor 
No. 1008-A was equipped with a pantograph to facilitate 
faster switching in the Petaluma yard. There were now 
38.01 miles of main line and 12.09 miles of sidings and spurs, 
making a total of 50.10 miles of track in service. 

Another warfare broke out in 1927 which lasted for 
several years, but was not a bloody battle such as the 1905 
affair. This one constituted ICC petitions, hearings and full 
page newspaper advertisements. The P&SR president, Ed- 
ward H. Maggard, with the backing of the largest stockhold- 
ers, early in 1927, approached one of the lesser officials of 
the Western Pacific Railroad in an attempt to sell the P&SR 
and was advised that they were not interested. He then ap- 
proached the Southern Pacific, who in February made a con- 
fidential survey of the railroad, which resulted in a contract 
for a joint purchase by the SP and Santa Fe through the 
Northwestern Pacific, and applied on November 28 to the ICC 
for authority for purchase and joint control. Apparently to 
avoid any slip-ups in the deal, Maggard was appointed presi- 
dent of the NWP. 

The higher officials of the Western Pacific were inter- 
ested in the purchase of the P&SR, but had not been informed 
of the offer to sell the electric line at the time that it was 
made. On January 26, 1928, President H. M. Adams of the 
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WP, stated that his railroad would intervene in the SP-AT&SF 
application for the purchase of the P&SR. On February 2, 
the ICC issued an order authorizing the WP to intervene and 
become a partner. On April 5 the WP stated that they had 
applied to the ICC to acquire control of the P&SR and to 
construct a 36-mile extension to Petaluma from Willotta on 
their Sacramento Northern. 


On June 27, 1928, the Anglo-California Trust Company, 
with money advanced by the SP and AT&SF, acquired the 
7,707 shares of P&SR common stock at $90 per share. Inas- 
much as the P&SR was to be acquired in the interest of the 
NWP and the SP had purchased the AT&SF’s half interest 
in the NWP, they on January 17, 1929, also acquired the 
AT&SF’s half interest in the P&SR. On January 22, 1932, the 
ICC approved an application of the NWP to acquire the out- 
standing P&SR stock which they did on February 26, con- 
sisting of the 7,707 shares of common stock and 600 shares 
of preferred at $90 per share. 

The operation of interurban cars on Fourth Street be- 
tween the depot at Olive St. and the terminus at McDonald 
Ave. in Santa Rosa, was ended on December 31, 1931, and the 
removal of the rails was completed on May 31 of the follow- 
ing year. Due to the private auto, the number of passengers 
carried on the railroad had dropped from a high of 760,725 in 
1912 to 162,742 in 1931, so that on June 30, 1932, all passenger 
service was discontinued. On April 22, 1933, seven interurban 
cars and the two express trailers were retired, however, cars 
Nos. 55 and 57 were kept as inspection cars. During this year 
the Southern Pacific electric locomotive No. 100 was leased 
and became P&SR No. 100. In 1934 the rest of the locomotives 
were equipped with pantographs. 

It was not until 1935 that the passenger service on the 
steamers was ended when the number had dropped to 15 
from the highest peak of 8,761 in 1907, which even then 
couldn’t be classed as stupendous. The steamer “Gold” was 
taken out of service this year and dismantled in 1940 at Peta- 
luma. In 1941, locomotive No. 100 was returned to the SP, 
and passenger cars Nos. 55 and 57 were retired. 

The U.S. Navy Dept. wanted Sebastopol Ave. widened 
between Santa Rosa and the Navy airport at Leddy. As 
this was street and side of the road running, the P&SR 
abandoned their track on May 20, 1946, between Olive St. 
in Santa Rosa and Stop 45, where they had a connection with 
the NWP from which point they had joint operation into the 
NWP’s Santa Rosa yard and freight house. On the following 
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Petaluma & Santa Rosa motor 100 before being returned to the Southern Pacific. 
Express trailer 01 at Petaluma. Petaluma & Santa Rosa diesel No. 2 at Tiburon 
in 1947. 
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Petaluma & Santa Rosa’s home-made freight motors 1004, 1008, and 1010 at Peta- 
luma about 1939, ! 
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PETALUMA & SANTA ROSA MOTORS AT PETALUMA 
Motor 506 on the railfan excursion April 6, 1941; Motors 504 and 502 at Petaluma. 
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PETALUMA & SANTA ROSA STEAMERS 
Top: The first steamer GOLD as seen from Point San Pablo about 1916. Middle: 
The second steamer PETALUMA taken from a San Francisco pier about 1950. 
Bottom: The second steamer GOLD at Petaluma from the collection of Joe Moir. 
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year they acquired the segment of the NWP’s Sebastopol 
branch from Leddy to Santa Rosa, the portion into Sebastopol 
having been abandoned by the NWP in 1934, and commenced 
running over this new track on October 20, having abandoned 
their own track between Leddy and Stop 45 on June 13. 

In 1946, two 380 h.p. diesel electric locomotives were pur- 
chased to replace the electric operation. The reason for the 
changeover was that the electric locomotives were in poor 
condition, obsolete and replacement parts were unavailable, 
and also the pole line, trolley wire and joint bonding needed 
75 per cent renewal. The plans were to retain the electric 
operation in Petaluma using No. 506. The trolley wire was 
removed from the Two Rock branch in October, Sebastopol 
to Santa Rosa in November, and from Sebastopol to Forest- 
ville in December. The last electric train runs outside of 
Petaluma were on December 24, 1946, and the electric loco- 
motives, except No. 506, were retired two days later and sent 
to Sacramento for scrapping. The plans to keep electric op- 
eration in Petaluma was soon changed when on March 22, 
1947, it was discontinued, and by May 31, the last of the trolley 
wires were taken down. 

In all the years of steamer operation, the only serious 
accident, other than the fires, was on October 16, 1947, when 
the “Petaluma” stove a hole in her hull when she struck a 
submerged piling and had to be beached. Two weeks later 
she was raised, repaired and soon back in service. The “Peta- 
luma” was the last stern paddlewheel steamer to operate in 
the San Francisco Bay area. She left San Francisco at 6:00 
p.m. and arrived at Petaluma in 4% or 5 hours. After dis- 
charging and loading cargo, she returned to San Francisco, 
arriving about 7:00 a.m. It was a 39-mile trip from San Fran- 
cisco, crossing the bay and up the winding Petaluma Creek 
to Petaluma. For 16 miles the creek winds around through 
pastures and meadows in a serpentine course, crooked and 
narrow with hairpin turns. In places the channel was only 
60 feet wide and the steamer had a beam of 35 feet. She drew 
4'2 feet of water and the channel was only 6 feet deep in 
places. There were 95 course changes in the creek, the long- 
est straight stretch lasted six minutes and the shortest stretch 
lasted 30 seconds. During thick tule fog nights, the boats 
were navigated by chronometer, compass and whistle echoes. 

The steamer schedule prior to 1915 consisted of two round 
trips daily except Sunaay, leaving San Francisco at 11:00 
a.m. and 4:00 p.m. and Petaluma at 6:00 a.m. and 9:00 p.m. The 
fare was 50 cents, a berth was 50 cents, and a meal was 50 
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cents. After this date the schedule was cut to one round trip 
although two boats were used, one leaving San Francisco 
daily except Sundays at 5:00 p.m., arriving at Petaluma about 
9:00 p.m., with the other boat leaving Petaluma at 9:00 p.m. 
and arriving at San Francisco about 3:00 a.m. In 1935 the 
service was reduced to one boat. 

The “Petaluma” made her last trip on August 24, 1950, 
and was sold on January 11, 1951. With the end of steamer 
service, this operation was handled by the tugboat “Coos Bay” 
and covered barges until it was discontinued in 1959, and the 
tug was sold on March 20. 

The Two Rock branch was abandoned on September 239, 
1952, having only moved two carloads during this year. All of 
the railroad’s poultry, grain and dairy business had been lost 
to the trucks. 

As the two diesel electric locomotives could not be oper- 
ated together, they were leased in 1958 to the Southern Pa- 
cific in an exchange lease of two similar ones that could be 
operated MU when trains were too heavy for one unit to 
handle. 

Ever since the NWP acquired the P&SR there has al- 
ways been a profit, but this varies considerably each year ac- 
cording to the fruit crop. Converting from straight electric 
to diesel electric did not improve the net income. In fact 
only in 1956 did the net income exceed the 1946 level. At the 
present time the company would like to abandon the track 
between Petaluma and Sebastopol because there is very little 
traffic between these two points, but is required to keep it 
because one of the ICC orders at the time of the sale of the 
P&SR to the NWP was that transcontinental rate division be 
maintained with the Western Pacific. The company would 
keep the tracks in Petaluma and the line from Santa Rosa to 
Forestville. 
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PASSENGER MOTOR CARS 
51, 53, 33, 57 
Built in 1904 by American Car Co., St. Louis. Length 47’ 9”, weight 
38,815 lbs., Brill 27E trucks, four 40 h.p. GE-70 motors, K-28 con- 
trollers. 50 passenger, center doors. 


59, 61, 63, 65, 67 
Built in 1904 by Holman Car Co., San Francisco. Length 44’, 


weight 35,035 lbs., Brill MCB14B trucks, four 40 h.p. GE-70 motors, 
K-28 controllers. 50 passenger, end doors. 


Same as 59-67 except for rigid arch bar trucks and weight of 
37,420 Ibs. 


PASSENGER TRAILER CARS 
71, 73 
Built in 105 by Holman Car Co., San Francisco. Length 44’, weight 


22,400 lbs., rigid arch bar trucks. 48 passengers, end doors, and 
had open windows. 


51-57 were named ‘Petaluma, ‘“‘Woodworth,” “Sebastopol,” and “Santa 
Rosa.” 69 demotorized and converted to an express trailer in 1919. 51, 53, 
55 retrucked with Brill 27MCB trucks in 1921. 71, 73 retired in 1929. 51-53, 
59-67 retired in 1933. 55, 57 retired in 1941. 

The cars were originally painted brown. Later they were painted white 
but this proved unsatisfactory because they had quite a number of acci- 
dents where the line crosses the highway north of Petaluma and the 
motorists all said that they thought it was another chicken house, so the 
cars were then painted yellow. 


EXPRESS MOTOR 


Built in 1904 by Holman Car Co., San Francisco. Length 35’ 10”, 
weight 53,315 lbs., four 40 h.p. GE-70 motors, K-28 controllers. 


1008 was never used in express service, but used as a line car until 1914 
when it was rebuilt into a freight motor and the body became express 
trailer 01. 


EXPRESS TRAILERS 


01 Body from express motor 1008, converted to express trailer in 1914. 


69 Formerly passenger car 69, converted to express trailer in 1919. 
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FREIGHT MOTORS 


Type HP Whils Weight TF Builder, Date 
1002 B-B 160 33 32,500 13,720 Holiman, 1904 
Rebuilt 1928 into cabless MU unit 1004-B. Retired 1946 


1004 B-B 160 33 32,500 13,720 Holman, 1904 
Rebuilt 1928 into MU unit 1004-A. Retired 1946 


1006 B-B 160 33 32,500 13,720 Holman, 1904 
Rebuilt 1929 into cabless MU unit 1008-B. Retired 1946 


1008 B-B 160 33 32,500 13,720 Holman, 1904 
Built 1914 from express motor 1008. Rebuilt 1929 into MU unit 
1008-A. Retired 1946 


1010 B-B 160 33 + 13,720 Holman, 1904 
Sold 1921 to City of San Francisco, repurchased 1930. Retired 1946 


502 B-B 300 78,900 American, 1917 
Purchased 1920 from Kansas City-Kays Valley RR. Retired 1946 


504 B-B 80,000 Ocean Shore RR, 1907 
Purchased 1921 from Ocean Shore RR No. 52. Retired 1946 


506 B-B 500 93,000 P&SR, 1923 
Built from Ocean Shore RR electrical equipment and a Sacra- 
mento Northern RR cab. Retired 1947. 


B-B 1000 3642 121,000 21,600 Baldwin, 1912 
Ex Southern Pacific 100, leased 1933 to 1941 


1002-1010 original veight show! weight later increased to about 


50,000 lbs As originally built (except 1008) they were merely flat car 


bodies with a box cab in the middle All were scrapped in 1947 at Sacra- 


to 


mer! 


DIESEL ELECTRIC LOCOMOTIVES 


Type HP Whils Weight TF Builder, Date, Shop No 
B-B 380 33 89,200 22,300 Gen. Elec., 1946-28338 
Leased 1958 to Southern Pacific (1904) 


B-B 380 33 89,200 22,300 Gen. Elec., 1942-15034 
Ex Lehigh Valley. Ex Rio Grande & Eagle Pass No. 10. Purchased 
1946, leased 1958 to Southern Pacific (1905) 


BB 380 33 89,200 22,300 Gen. Elec., 1943-17928 
Ex San Francisco & Napa Valley 50. Ex Southern Pacific 206. 
Leased 1958 from Southern Pacific 


BB 380 33 89,200 22,300 Gen. Elec., 1945-27817 
Ex Visalia Electric 501. Ex Southern Pacific 1903. Leased 1958 from 
Southern Pacific 


Nos. 3 and 4 equipped for MU operation. 
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STATIONS 


PETALUMA 

DUNN 

CINNABAR 
CORONA (Pressey) 
DENMAN (Merritts) 
LIBERTY 
DANGERS 

DIVIDE 

LIVE OAKS 
STONY POINT (Meehan) 
VESTAL 

ROBLAR 

QUARRY 
WOODWORTH 
PELL ORCHARD 
ORCHARD 
TURNER 

HESSEL 
DAYWALT 
CADWELL 
CUNNINGHAM 
STONES 
FREDRICKS 
ALTEN 

BASSETT 
FRUITVALE 
SEBASTOPOL 
GRAVENSTEIN (Stop 27) 
LLANO 
LAFRANCHI 

OAKS 

LEDDY 
LACAULEY 
WILLOW GROVE 
WRIGHTS 

STOP 45 

SOUTH SIDE 
SANTA ROSA DEPOT 
COURT HOUSE 
TERMINUS 
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16.66 
17.38 
17.90 
18.17 
18.52 
18.97 
19.59 
19.79 
20.36 
20.86 
21.47 


21.94 
22.46 
22.69 
23.11 
23.84 


SEBASTOPOL 
DU FRANC 
HURLBUT 
MILLS 
DUNDEE 
MOLINO 
BARLOW 
TAYLOR 
HOP YARD 
GRATON (Green Valley) 
MANZANA 

(Janes) (Garbo) 
WILLIAMS 
LA CRESTA 
ROSS 
HARBINE 
FORESTVILLE 


LIBERTY 
GARDEN 
ROBINSON 
CHERRY 
HOUX 
WALKER 
BOYSEN 
TWO ROCK 


DUNN 
WEST PETALUMA 
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STEAMERS 

“Gold” (1st) — 292 tons, 134’x30’x7’, 240 h.p., built 1883 by Marucci, 
San Francisco, purchased Dec., 1903, burned Nov. 8, 1920 at Peta- 
luma. 

“Petaluma” (lst) — 264 tons 134’x29’x5'%’, 250 h.p., built 1884 by 
Turner, Benicia, Calif., purchased 1911 from Petaluma Transporta- 
tion Co., formerly the “Resolute,” burned March 22, 1914 at Peta- 
luma. 

“Gold” (2nd) — 317 tons, 155’x35’x6’, 150 h.p. built 1899 at Fort Bragg, 
Calif., purchased 1921 from California Transportation Co., form- 
erly the “Fort Bragg,” taken out of service 1935, dismantled 1940. 

“Petaluma” (2nd) — 448 tons, 149’x35’x?, 250 h.p., built 1914 by James 

Robertson, Benicia, Calif., taken out of service 1950, sold 1951. 


All steamers had stern paddlewheels. 


TUG BOATS 


“Golden Eagle” — 48’x13’x5’, 70 h.p., leased 1916 and purchased in 
1921, gasoline engine replaced with diesel in 1926. Disposition 
unknown. 

“Antler” — Acquisition and disposition unknown. New engine installed 
in 1930. 

“Coos Bay” — Acquisition unknown. Sold March 20, 1959. 


PASSENGERS 
Steamer Rail Steamer 
8,761 1922 491,672 519 
8,188 1923 408,175 399 
6,322 1924 368,852 400 
6,821 1925 279,962 398 
6,324 1926 273,789 317 
6,215 1927 241,376 342 
7,006 1928 220,599 360 
5,749 1929 199,348 291 
6,020 1930 185,714 224 
2,826 1931 162,742 146 
1,877 1932 53,586* 137 
1,700 1933 68 
1,649 1934 25 
1,128 1935 —_ 15 
638,644 807 *Six months only. 
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